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Forays into archaeology and the theoretical side of 'Romanity' are of a more limited nature, but 
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be recommended to anyone interested in this area and in this period.
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tion and dominance and responses to this as about moral discourse as the linchpin of cultural 
change and the (positive) responses to this discourse by the provincial elite. This is, however, 
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nature of our evidence leads us to concentrate on the elite but to bypass other strata of society, 
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past decade or so. The apologetic tone has been shed, and together with the rehabilitation of 
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only the barbarian interaction with Mediterranean civilisations, but also their 'factual' archaeo-
logical cultures and, not less importantly, the reception and use of ancient 'barbarian' identities 
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muddle our understanding.
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ism. Such hidden presentiments, while almost unavoidable in ancient barbarian studies, do not 
diminish the overall value of any contribution as long as they are recognised.
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of their pictorial elements that allow some rather nuanced conclusions to be drawn both about 
the local elite culture of the area, and the preferences concerning consumption and decoration 
that emerge from the international models for these �����	
.
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of a prophetic voice, whether iconographic or literary.
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tarsi, maggior enfasi viene data alla storia militare (insieme alla rete stradale), ma sono illustra-
ti anche altri argomenti quali lo sviluppo degli insediamenti civili, l'economia e il commercio, 
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